Monfitello

Hawkesbury-made
food tubes
tested for fridge

and Blue Box

By André Dumont

HAWKESBURY - Re-
member thar you read it
here fiest, A Hawkeshury
firm plans to w revolo-
nonize the way you pur
ketchup and relish on your
hot dog to make it more
rIJI'l Hl'ld Hl]!i(llu“_'l!' L'Il\'i-
ronmentally friendly.

Monfitello, the food
division of Hawkeshury
manufacturer Montebello
Packaging, is currently de-
veloping aluminum rebes
for eondiments and other
food produces like garlic
and tomato paste,

Using those tubes will
be a lot like putting tooth-
paste on your toothbrush,
only with longer squeez-
ing fun.

The company is also in-
volved with the town of
Hawkesbury to find our
how these tubes could be
recyeled.

“Aluminum is very val-
uable,” Montebello
plane manager Berry Pilon,
“Bur ﬁg]u now, it 15 jus
going to the landfill sire”

Most  recycling  com-
panies in Onrario don't
recyele aluminum at the
moment. This means thar
products like Montebello’s
tubes for pharmaceutical
and personal care products
get thrown away, along
with regular garbage,

In Europe, aluminum
food wbes are very com-
mon, In countres  like
Germany, consumers are
abliged to reevele them.
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According  to Pilon,
Monfitello  has  invested
significant  amounts  of

money o develop  and
promote aluminum food
mibes for the Morth Amer-
ican marker.

“We did a whole marker
research on this product,”
Pilon said, “We have set
llp a ﬁpi:[_'llﬂl !'\HlL'F tl!II'CL' (8]
promote these new tubes
coming our,”

Back in  February,
the company received a
50,000 prant from the
Mational Research Coun-
cil of Canada o rest the
produet’s shelf life, stabili-
ty and labeling options for
future clients,

Research and develap-

ment is currently under-
way at the Guelph Food
Technology Center.

The new food tubes
are expected to be manu-
factured in Hawkesbury,
“This is a good investment
for our region,” Hawkes-
bury Mayor Jeanne Char-
lebrois said,

A firsr new job has
been ereated with a grane
from the Prescott-Russell
Community Development
Corporation  for a pilor
project.

The Town of Hawkes-
bury will hire a project co-
ordinator for a six-month
period to work with the
RARE recycling facility in
Alexandria and o eventu-
ally educare school chil-
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recyele  aluminum  pack-
APCE,

“We want to make sure
that our aluminum bes
can be pur through the
Blue Box svstem,” Pilon
saidl.

With the price of alu-
minum having doubled in
the past two years, recy-
cling would ccrrainl_r he a
profitable venture, accond-
ing to Pilon.

Monrebellos  Hawkes-
buey plant manager also
believes aluminum is worth
sa much it could end up
paying for the reeveling of
less valuable irems like pa-
per or pln.\aril;.

However, Montebhello
has no intention of recy-
chng irs own aluminum
tibes, “The people who
run the reeyeling programs
could sell it to a secondary
manufacturer of  alumi-
num who would reprocess
it,” Pilon said.

Aluminum has the ad-
vantage of huing L1}
percent recyclable, unlike
other produces wsed for
packaging, *“You can only
recyele plastic so0 many
times,” Chatlebois said,

.r"u:cunli.rlg to Pilon, re-
cyeling  aluminum  tubes
would ¢

"

e COnsum-
ers to Harten them, as op-
posed o crushing or roll-
ing them up, The grearer
the surface, the easier it
will be o separate them
from items made of sreel.




